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F. No. 8-82/2012-FC
Covernment of India
hinistry of Environment and Forests
(FaC. Division)

Paryavaran Bhawan,

CGO Complex; Lodhi Rond,
iNew Delhi - 110003,

Dated: 29 January. 20178

The Principal Secretary (Forests),
Government of Cdisha, :
hubaneswar,

Sul:  Diversion of 1300935 hectares of forest land for underground mining including
49906 ha. forest land for sutface breaking pertaining to Orient Underground Mibe No
| & 2. Mine No-3, Hingir Rampur Colliery & Hirakhand Bundia Mine (Combing) by
Orient Area, Mahanadi Coal Fields Ltd. (MCL) in fharsuguda District. Odisha- reg.

tam ilirected to refer to the State Government of (hlisha’s Tetter Mo, 1OF[Cons)
SIS IRBA/F & L dated UL 10,2012 on twe sbove-mentionkd subject, wheigin prior approval
i ine Lentral Government tor the diversion of 1300935 hectares of forest land Tor underground
erring mchuding Y9006 hectares of forest land for surface beeaking pertaining to Cirient Underground
Sire Mo | & 2 Mine Me-3; Hingir Rampur Colliery & Hirakhand Bundia Mine ({Convbine) by Crieht
Arca, Mahanadi Coal Fields Lid. {(MCL) in Jharsuguda D{ﬁt.ricl, Odisha, was songht. in acenrdane
with S tan 2 of the Farest (Conservation) Act, 1980, The said proposal has been examined by the Porest
Aslvisnry: Commiltee copstiited by the Central Govemment under Sectlon™3 of the aloressd Act,

After carelul consideration of the proposal of the State Government of {Jriss\a and
an the basis of the recommendations of the Forest Advisory Commitiee, he f:'entf'_al
Cavvetnmiend hereby accords Stage-1 approval for diversion of 130935 hertares of farest land
lur wndergrowsd mining including 99.06 hectares af forest land for surfacy hﬂ;nki[@g
pertaining to Orfent Underground Mine No 1 & 2, Mine No-3, Hingir REampur (ﬁ?lliiﬂj‘-" T
Hirakhanid Bundin Mine (Combine) by Orent Area, Mahanadi Coal Fields Lid. (MC1L) ip
Marsuguda District, Odisha, subject to fulfillment of the tollowing condibons: - -
] Lizgal status of the diverted forest land shall remain unchanged:

(id) Compensatory afforestation over the degraded forest land double in extent to the
terest land proposed to be diverted for surface use (fe. 2 % 99,06 = 198.12 hectares)
shall be raised und maintained by the State Forest Department from Fandls to be
provided by the User Agency;

(i) The User Agency shall transler the cost of raising and maintaining the compensatary

atforestation, at the current wage rate, to the Stat: Forast Uepartment:

Fojl w activities shall be undertaken by the User A genci at the project cost:

n!?!i} l},\ﬂnn containing appripriate miligaﬁve meastires to minimize soil erosion

Gﬁi\ﬁﬂi‘d‘ and choking of streams shall be prepared and implementedd;

{lf) Planting of adequate drought hardy plant spe::}e& and sowing of seeds in the
appropriste area within the mining lease to arrest soil erosion;

PRS-




-
-

il

(v

fvii)

(wviii)

(ix)

(%)

[=i)

(=if}

{xiid)

[#iv)

(]

(V) Constructivn of check dams, retention /toe walls to arrest sliding down of the
excavated matesrialalong the eontour;

{4} Stalulize the overburden dumps by appropriate grading/benching so a5 o
ensure that thal angles of repase at any given place is less than 284 and

e} Btrvict adherence to the prescribed top soil management.

The State Gowernment shall charge the Net Present Value (NPV) of the forest area
diverted under this propasal from the User Agency as per the Orders of tha 1lon'hle
Supreme Couwrt of Indig dated 28,03.2008, 24.04.2008 and 09.05.2008 in Writ Petition
(Civil) Ne. 202/1995 and the guidelines issued by this Ministrv vide its letter No. 5-
3 2007-FC dated 05.02,2009 in this regard; .

At the time of payment of the Net Present Value (NPV) at the present rate. the User
Agendy shail fyrnish an, undertaking to pay the additional amaunt of NPV, if sa
determined, as per the final decisian of the Hon'ble Supreme Court of India;

AL the funds received from the User Agency under the project shall be trapsferred o
Ad-hoe CAMPA in Account Number- Aceount No. 344902010105428 of Union Bank
of Inckia, Sunder Nagar, New Delhi-110003;

The User Agency shall pbiain the Environment Clearance as per the provisions of the
Enviranmental (Protection) Act, 1986, if reqinred;

The State Governinent shall dssess the area of forest land lacated within the mining
lease which was used for non-forest purposes during different years without
abtmining approval under the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 and intimate the same
to the Ministry of Bwironment and Forests;

The State Government'shall raise penal compensatory afforestation frem funds to be
realized from the user agency, over degraded forest land duuble in extant to the furest
land utilized for non-forest purpose without obtaining approval under the FC Act;

The state Goverunent shall realize from the user agency penal NIV @ 20% of thi rates
applicalile an the date of grant of the Stage-l appraval, of forest land utilized F{}r%‘um
forest purpose without obtaining approvalunder the FC Act for each year or fraction
thereof. {Explanation: Tiy case a patch of forest land las been utilized fofndn-forest
purpose without obtailing approval under the' FC Act for 3 vears, penal NPV ta be
realised in respect of such forest land will be at the rate of 6U % of Lhe rales applicable

on the date of grant of stage-] approval.

The State Government of the Odisha and the user agency shall identify the cancernad
officials responsible for execulion of nen-farest activity on the forest land and change
of status of forest land. tonan-forest without obtaiming approval under the FC Act,
initiate and eonclude disciplinary action against them before grant of stage-1! approval
under the FC Act;

e concerned Regional Office of the MoEF shall initiate appropriate proceedings

under Séction-3 A and Seclion-3 B of the FC Act against persons responsible Tor the
vialation ofthe FC Acl;

In case the 42,807 hectares af forest land located within the mining lease whose stalus
was changed to non-forest by the Tahasildar; [harsuguda after coming o torce of the
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F'C m"t 1980 wrrhum ahhu:huag kppc:nl?hl tmderﬂm FC is not included'in Lhe. 1,300.935 .
hectares of forest land incliided in the extant propusal, approval under the FC Act for
diversion of the said 62. 807, ‘hectares;of forest Jand shall b\e abtained befare grant of
stepell approwal For diversitn of the 1,800, 935 hectares of forest lnnd Itclueled in thﬂ 3
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lhe Lser Agency shall undertake de-silting of the village tanks amnd uther water
bondies  logated within five km from the mine lease boundary so as fo mitgate the
unpact of siltation of such moks/water badies, whenever required;

The User Agency shall undertake mining 4n a phased manner atter taking due care
tor reclamation of the mined over area. The concurrent reclamation phan shall be
exccuted by the User Agency from the very first yvear, and an annual report on
implementation  thereal shall be submitted w0 the Nodal Qificer, Forest
(Cunservabion) Act, 1980, Government of Odisha and the AddlL Principal Chicl
Cunservator of Forgsts (Central), Ministry of Envirgnoment & Forests, Regional Office
{Castern Zone), Bhnbanegwar. If It is tound from the annual report that the activities
indicated in the concunent reclamation plan are nbt being executed by the Usur

CAgeney, the Nodal (Officar or the Addl Principal Chief Conservator of Forests

(Central) may direct that'the mining actvities shall remain suspended till such time,
such reclamation activities are satisfactorily execuled;

(xxvil) No labour eamp shall beestablished.on Uhe forest lancd;

{xxvili)State Goveérnment and usn,*r 13&:.11:3' shall monitor the mining induced subsu.‘lu.nu ancl

{wxix)
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take appropuiate nitigative measures to ensure that it remains within the permissible
limnit;

Avea on surface of the forest land propasd to be utilised for underground mining
shall be Reneed and afforested;

The User Agency shall provide firewood preferably alternate fuel to the Jabuwrers
and Lhe staff working at the site so a5 o aveid any damage and pressure on the
acfjocent [orest areas;

The boundary of the miping lease and safety zone shall be demarcated on ground gt
the project east, by E;mérinﬁ faur feet high reinforced cement convrete pillars, each
inseribed with itsserial nuniber, forward and back bearing and distance oar pillak
towpilla;

(sxxii) The forest land shall not be used for any purpuse other than that specified in the

proposal;

[xxxiii) The State Governnent shall complete settlement of rights, in term of the Scheduled

Tribes and Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2008, if -

any, o the forest land to h_e-'d_i"mrléd and submit the documentany evidence as
prescribed by ‘this Ministry in it's letter No. 11.9/1998-FC (pt.) dated 03.08.2009, in
siprpweet therenf;

(xxxiv) Anye-pther rondifion that the R,egimml Office (Fastern Zone), Bhubaneshwar of this

Ministry, Bhubaneswar and State Govenunent of Odisha may stipulate, from thme o
g, in the interest of conservation, protection amd development of (orests &
wildlife: and
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